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H.E. Javier Solana 
High Representative for Common Foreign and Security Policy,  
Council of the European Union 
Rue de la Loi, 175 
1048 Brussels, Belgium  

Prague, 29 April 2009 
Dear High Representative, 
 
Since my previous letter (10 April 2009) concerning the need for EU engagement in the post-
election crisis in Moldova, the visits to Moldova by Czech Prime Minister, Miroslav Topolanek, and 
by yourself have been a welcome step, indicating that the EU is taking very seriously the crisis in 
Moldova today. 
 
Recent developments, in particular the fiscal authorities’ ultimata, demanding financial reports of all 
sources of revenues from independent civil society groups in Moldova, demonstrate that it is 
essential that the momentum is maintained in the EU’s diplomatic activities. 
 
With a view to solving the complex crisis, the EU should: 

• work with Moldova’s political parties (government and opposition) and civil society on a 
“Roadmap for national reconciliation and European integration”. The roadmap should 
include a concrete set of steps for the democratisation of political space in Moldova, 
elements of power-sharing, and guarantees of media freedom. The EU should support a 
multi-stakeholder approach, with a long-term remit, and EU support for the funding of the 
implementation of agreed reforms, including watchdog functions (both public and non-
governmental). All progress in this direction should be monitored and assisted by the EU, 
which should insert concrete incentives into the roadmap to match concrete progress made by 
the Moldovan government in line with agreed benchmarks. 

 
In addition to seeking to mediate between government and opposition, the EU should also pay 
increased attention to:  

• human rights abuses and torture,  
• the protection of civil liberties and independent media,  
• and the rule of law, in particular policing and judicial processes, in Moldova.  

(The reasons underlying the Moldovan crisis are complex, and without stronger EU attention 
to democracy-related aspects of the crisis, EU efforts to find a negotiated solution out of the 
crisis will not lead to sustainable solutions.)  
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In connection with the Roadmap, in the medium term the EU should: 
• send a Rule of Law mission to Moldova that would work together with the Moldovan 

authorities to reform the law-enforcement agencies in ways that would bring Moldova in line 
with EU standards, and foster closer co-operation with the EU. 

 
Furthermore, immediate action needs to be taken to: 

• ensure that the EU as an institution participates directly in the commission designed to 
investigate the post-election violence in Moldova. (During your own visit to Chisinau, it was 
announced that the Moldovan opposition and the Council of Europe would be involved in the 
Commission. However, without direct EU engagement, the Moldovan government is far less 
likely to put a halt to the bad practices evident in recent weeks.)   

 
Moreover, at the Eastern Partnership summit, to be held in Prague on 7 May 2009, the 
representatives of the Council of the EU and the European Commission should make a 
commitment to increase support to civil society and independent media in Moldova and other 
countries in the EU’s eastern neighbourhood, alongside a renewed declaration, as set out in the 
Commission’s communication on 3 December 2008, that “a sufficient level of progress in terms of 
democracy, the rule of law and human rights, and in particular evidence that the electoral 
legislative framework and practice are in compliance with international standards, and full 
cooperation with the Council of Europe, OSCE/ODIHR and UN human rights bodies will be a 
precondition for starting negotiations and for deepening relations thereafter”1.  
 
Since 24 April 2009, the day of your own visit to Chisinau, the Fiscal Tax Inspectorate of Moldova 
has sent letters of summons to at least ten non-governmental organisations, demanding the 
presentation of their sources of funding, and a financial report for 2009 in a form that is usually 
required of political parties, accompanied by a warning that their bank accounts might be frozen by 
the authorities. The organisations targeted include Transparency International Moldova, Amnesty 
International Moldova, and three independent policy centres, Institute for Development and Social 
Initiatives (IDIS) “Viitorul”, Association for Participatory Democracy - ADEPT, and Institute for 
Public Policy, all of which are members of PASOS (Policy Association for an Open Society), a 
network of 39 independent think-tanks in Central and Eastern Europe and Central Asia committed to 
promoting democracy, human rights and open society values.  
 
Furthermore, Moldovan non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and media that monitored the 
elections of 2009 have come under intense pressure from the Ministry of Justice to “present their 
official appraisal of the post-election protest actions of 6-7 April, 2009”, and to submit “a report of 
actions taken by them to stop the riots”. In combination with the inquiries into their sources of 
finance, this an alarming development that illustrates a concerted attempt by the Moldovan 
authorities to harass peaceful civil society organisations, in particular those that have undertaken a 
watchdog function during the recent elections and of the subsequent actions by the police, during 
which at least three people have died in police custody. 
 

                                                
1 3.1. New contractual relations, page 5: COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND THE 
COUNCIL, Eastern Partnership, Brussels, 3.12.2008, COM(2008) 823 final, {SEC(2008) 2974} 
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The Eastern Partnership summit is scheduled to take place in Prague on 7 May 2009, preceded on 5-
6 May by Eastern Partnership: Towards Civil Society Forum, an important meeting of NGOs from 
the Eastern Partnership countries and from EU member-states (organised by the Association for 
International Affairs (AMO), a member of PASOS in the Czech Republic). I am writing to urge you 
and other representatives of the EU to join us at this conference, which is an official side-event of 
the Czech Presidency of the Council of the EU, held under the auspices of the Czech Prime Minister.  
 
I am writing to you to submit the attached statement on behalf of the members of PASOS (Policy 
Association for an Open Society), a network of 39 independent policy centres in Central and Eastern 
Europe and Central Asia working to promote democracy, human rights, and an open society, to call 
upon the Council of the EU, the European Commission, the EU member-states, and the European 
Parliament to act swiftly to ensure that the Eastern Partnership initiative is launched as a land-mark 
development towards sustainable engagement and co-operation towards strengthening democracy, 
human rights and the rule of law, where people-to-people contact and support to independent civil 
society are given unconditional priority, alongside a renewal of the conditional approach towards 
deepening co-operation with governments, relations with which will be deepened on the basis of 
measurable progress in terms of democracy, the rule of law and human rights. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 

Jeff Lovitt, Executive Director, PASOS (Policy Association for an Open Society) 
and the undersigned: 
 

Nicu Popescu, Member, Board of 
Directors 
PASOS (Policy Association for an Open 
Society) 
 

PASOS (Policy Association for an Open Society) 
Těšnov 3 
110 00 Praha 1 
Czech Republic 
 
Tel/Fax: +420 2223 13644, Mobile: +420 731 517 224 
Email: info@pasos.org 
www.pasos.org 

Institute for Contemporary Studies, 
Albania  
 

Institute for Contemporary Studies (ISB) 
Rr. Vaso Pasha No.7 
Tirana 
Albania 
 
Tel: +355 42 47146 
Fax: +355 42 34868 
Email: ejorgoni@isb.icc-al.org 
http://www.ics-al.org 

Institute for Democracy and Mediation, 
Albania 

Institute for Democracy and Mediation 
Rr Shenasi Dishnica Nr. 37 
P.O. BOX: 8177 
Tirana, Albania  
 
Tel: +355 4 240 0241; Tel/Fax: +355 4 240 0640 
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E-mail: info@idmalbania.org 
http://www.idmalbania.org 

Arman Vardanyan, Executive Director 
Social Policy and Development Center, 
Armenia 

Social Policy and Development Center (SPDC) 
15/17 Aghayan St., 011 
Yerevan 
Armenia 
 
Tel: +374 10 544 504 
Fax: +374 10 544 504 
Email: vardanyan@hotmail.com 
http://www.cspda.org 

Tevan Poghosyan, Executive Director, 
International Center for Human 
Development (ICHD), Armenia  
 

International Center for Human Development (ICHD) 
19 Sayat Nova 
0001 Yerevan 
Armenia 
 
Tel: +374 10 582638 
Fax: +374 10 527082 
Email: tpoghosyan@ichd.org 
http://www.ichd.org 

Dr Ognyan Minchev, Executive Director 
Institute for Regional and International 
Studies (IRIS), Bulgaria 
 

Institute for Regional and International Studies (IRIS) 
33A Nezabravka Str., block 315, floor 10, Apt. 35 
Izgrev district 
1113 Sofia  
Bulgaria 
 
Tel./Fax: (+ 359 2) 963 0805;  
963 0127; 963 0042; 963 0046 
E-mail:  om.link@iris-bg.org 
www.iris-bg.org 

Michal Thim, Research Center Director, 
Association for International Affairs 
(AMO), Czech Republic 
 
 
 

Association for International Affairs (AMO) 
Žitná 27 
CZ-110 00 Praha 1 
 Czech Republic 
 
Tel: +420 224 81 34 60 
Fax: +420 224 81 34 60 
Email: michal.thim@amo.cz 
http://www.amo.cz 

EUROPEUM Institute for European 
Policy, Czech Republic 
 
 
 

EUROPEUM Institute for European Policy 
Rytířská 31 
110 00 Praha 1 
Czech Republic 
 
Tel: +420 221 610 206 
Fax: +420 221 610 204 
Email: dkral@europeum.org 
http://www.europeum.org 

George Tarkhan-Mouravi, co-Director, 
Institute for Policy Studies (IPS), 
Georgia 

Institute for Policy Studies (IPS) 
10, Chavchavadze Ave., 6th entrance, 2nd floor 
0179 Tbilisi 
Georgia 
 
Tel: +995 32 347263 
Fax: +995 32 220060 
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Email: gia@ips.ge  
http://www.ips.ge 

Caucasus Institute for Peace, Democracy 
and Development (CIPDD), Georgia
  

Caucasus Institute for Peace, Democracy and Development 
72 Tsereteli Ave. 
0154 Tbilisi 
Georgia  
 
Tel:  +995 32 35 51 54  
Fax: +995 32 35 57 54  
Email: tiko-tke@cipdd.org 
www.cipdd.org 

Gábor Péteri, Executive Director, 
Local Government Initiative 
Development Limited (LGID), Hungary  
 

Local Government Initiative Development Limited (LGID) 
Október 6. utca 12 
H-1051 Budapest 
Hungary 
 
Tel: +36-1-327-3100 Ext. 2359 
Fax: 36-1-327-3105 
Email: gpeteri@lgidev.com 
www.lgidev.com 

Kosovar Civil Society Foundation, 
Kosovo 
 

Kosovar Civil Society Foundation 
Rr. Josip Rela nr.29    
10000 Prishtinë 
Kosovo 
 
Tel: +381 38 248 636  
Fax: +381 38 248 643 
Email: venera.hajrullahu@kcsfoundation.org 
www.kcsfoundation.org 

Centre for Public Policy PROVIDUS, 
Latvia  
 

Centre for Public Policy PROVIDUS 
Alberta 13, 6th floor 
LV-1010 Riga 
Latvia 
 
Tel: +371 703 9261/62 
Fax: +371 703 9244 
Email: vita@providus.lv 
http://www.providus.lv 

Zhidas Daskalovski, President, Center 
for Research and Policy Making 
(CRPM), Macedonia 

Center for Research and Policy Making (CRPM) 
Bul. AVNOJ br. 42-1-5 
1000 Skopje 
Macedonia 
 
Tel: +389 2 3134 085, 2 3216 645 (6) 
Fax: +389 2 321664 
Email: daskalovski@crpm.org.mk 
http://www.crpm.org.mk 

Dr Igor Munteanu, Executive Director, 
Institute for Development and Social 
Initiatives (IDIS) 'Viitorul', Moldova  
 

Institute for Development and Social Initiatives (IDIS) 'Viitorul' 
10/1 Iacob Hincu Str. 
2005 Chisinau  
Moldova 
 
Tel/fax: (373-22) 21 09 32 
E-mail: viitorul@moldova.org 
Web: www.viitorul.org 
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Arcadie Barbarosie, Executive Director, 
Institute for Public Policy (IPP), 
Moldova 

Institute for Public Policy(IPP) 
Str. Puşkin 16/1 
2012 Chisinau 
Moldova 
 
Tel: +37322 276785 
Fax: +37322 276786 
Email: arcadie_barbarosie@ipp.md 
http://www.ipp.md 

Valeriu Prohnitski, Executive Director, 
Expert-Grup, Moldova 

Expert-Grup 
Columna St. 133, office 1 
2012 Chisinau 
Moldova 
 
Tel: +373 22 21 15 99, 22 93 00 14 
Fax: +373 22 21 15 99 
Email: valeriu@expert-grup.org 
http://www.expert-grup.org 

Igor Botan, Executive Director, 
Association for Participatory Democracy 
- ADEPT, Moldova 

Association for Participatory Democracy ADEPT 
97, V. Alecsandri St.  
MD-2012, Chisinau 
Moldova  
 
Tel: +373 22 21-29-92, Tel/Fax: +373 22 21-34-94,  
E-mail: adept@e-democracy.md 
http://www.e-democracy.md/en/ 

Jacek Kucharczyk, Research Director, 
Institute of Public Affairs, Poland  
 

Institute of Public Affairs 
ul. Szpitalna 5, lok. 22 
00-031 Warsaw 
Poland 
 
Tel: +48 22 556 4266 
Fax: +48 22 845 6863 
Email: jacek.kucharczyk@isp.org.pl 
http://www.isp.org.pl 

Institute for Public Policy (IPP), 
Romania  

Institute for Public Policy (IPP) 
Sfintii Voievozi str., no. 55, sector 1 
010965 Bucharest 
Romania 
 
Tel: +40 21 212 3126 
Fax: +40 21 212 3108 
Email: info@ipp.ro 
http://www.ipp.ro 

Aaron Presnall, Director of Studies 
Jefferson Institute, Serbia 
 
 

Jefferson Institute 
Stevana Sremca 4 
11 000 Belgrade 
Serbia 
 
Tel: +381 11 303 3456 
Fax: +381 11 334 5350 
Email: apresnall@jeffersoninst.org 
http://www.jeffersoninst.org 

Grigorij Mesežnikov, President, 
Institute for Public Affairs (IVO), 

Institute for Public Affairs (IVO) 
Baštová 5 
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Slovakia  
 

811 03 Bratislava 
Slovakia 
 
Tel: +421 254 434030/31/32 
Fax: +421 254 434041 
Email: mesez@ivo.sk 
http://www.ivo.sk 

Research Centre of the Slovak Foreign 
Policy Association (RC SFPA), Slovakia   
 

Research Centre of the Slovak Foreign Policy Association (RC SFPA)   
Hviezdoslavovo nám. 14 
811 02 Bratislava 
Slovakia 
 
Tel: +421 2-5443 3151 
Fax: +421 2-5443 3161 
Email: info@sfpa.sk 
http://www.sfpa.sk 

Olga Shumylo, Executive Director, 
International Centre for Policy Studies 
(ICPS), Ukraine  
 

International Centre for Policy Studies (ICPS) 
13-A Pymonenka Str. 
04050 Kyiv 
Ukraine 
 
Tel: +380 44 484 4400 
Fax: +380 44 484 4402 
Email: olga.shumylo@icps.kiev.ua 
http://www.icps.kiev.ua 

 
copies sent to:  
H.E. Miroslav Topolanek, Prime Minister, Czech Republic 
H.E. Karel Schwarzenberg, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Czech Republic 
H.E. Alexandr Vondra, Deputy Prime Minister for European Affairs, Czech Republic 
H.E. Benito Ferrero-Waldner, European Commissioner for External Affairs 
H.E. Kalman Mizsei, Special Representative to Moldova, Council of the European Union 
Members of the European Parliament 

 


