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To the European Parliament 
To the European Commission 
To the Council of Europe 
To the Czech Government, President of the European Union 
 
 
STATEMENT ON THE POLITICAL CRISIS IN MOLDOVA 
 
The rigged election process in Moldova caused people’s protests to be launched in Moldova on the second day after 
elections. Dozens of thousands of citizens showed their bewilderment and discontent with the quality of the election 
process, and results, which are perceived as unfair, mocked and manipulative. Unfortunately, the peaceful protests 
generated also violent riots, which have been exploited by the ruling Communists to discredit the absolute majority of the 
protesters who were peaceful, and further restrain constitutional rights in this country.  
 
Inaction of police and outraging arrogance of the ruling elite inflamed the public, which continued during 7-8 and 9 of 
April several actions of unrest and discontent, deriving primarily from the overall perception that the elections were 
derailed from democratic standards.  
 
Instead of addressing the protester’s requests, however, the regime appealed to disproportional and indiscriminate arrests 
and beatings of protesters, harassment of the opposition, banning private media, internet resources, crushing upon public 
meetings, and leaders of the opposition, thus, degenerating the initial legitimate protests into a large political crisis, which 
may have extremely negative consequences for the constitutional regime in Moldova.  
 
As a neighboring country to EU, and one that reclaimed special statute to adhere to the EU community, Moldova deserves 
more attention, care and support these days from the democratic nations. Indifference to the painful democratic process in 
Moldova could be interpreted by those who want to restore the Soviet regime in this country as a ticket to further 
infringements upon the main civil rights and freedoms. We call for an immediate and responsible management of the 
political crisis. 
 
The primary cause of public unrest and protest were unfair elections. Independent reports showed that elections did not 
mach election standards, which are impossible to follow when the main media groups are controlled by the ruling power, 
while election regulations provide obvious advantages to some parties, ban elections blocks and increased the election 
threshold to inadmissible rates. The police was heavily involved in the electoral campaign harassing opposition parties, 
journalists and civil society activists.  
 
Through its reports, civil society has contested the quality of elections standards for general elections 2009 in Moldova, 
blaming that authorities have rigged elections, intimidated opposition parties and voters, restrained election rights of those 
Moldovan citizens working abroad, and fundamentally limited the freedom of press. Pretending that nothing is happening 
today in Moldova will be dangerously incorrect and wrong. 
 
To stop the violence and overturn of fundamental rights and freedoms in Moldova, we urge democratic leaders of the 
European Union to contribute to the reinstallation of democratic institutions and norms in Moldova,  
 

• To deescalate the peril of sliding to an even more authoritarian rule under President Voronin mandate, we request 
that EU diplomats mediate the emerging political crisis in Moldova, requesting immediate liberation of arrested 
protestors, and further restraint of the authorities from exploiting the effects of the violent riots in political 
interests. 

 
• An independent, EU-monitored investigation into the sources of violence. We ask for the establishment of a 

special international group, mandated by the EU, with special envoys from the European Presidency to investigate 
the causes, actors and the escalation of riots, which have degenerated into violent actions, assisting independent 
judiciary trials for those who committed these actions. 

 
• To restore constitutional and international norms in Moldova, we urge the political leadership of the country to 

stop immediately the hate-speech discourse and anti-democratic, anti-western hysteria, which aims these days to 
exploit to the utmost the effects of these protests, and crush the opposition and civil society. 
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• To assist Moldova to find out the exit from the heavy post-election political crisis, we urge European Union to 

facilitate the creation of a special round-table with participation of all political parties of this country, to restore 
trust and dialogue between the main political actors.  
 

• To enshrine democratic standards of behavior, in particular from the outset ensuring a free access of political 
parties and civil society leaders to the public mass media, thus, creating necessary preconditions to decide upon 
future organization of free and fair elections in Moldova. 

 
As the European Union tries to launch the Eastern Partnership, the initiative could be severely undermined if the summit 
EU summit with its Eastern neighbours will unexpectedly have a newly consolidated autocrat attending.  
 
Signatures: 
 
Institute for Contemporary Studies, Albania Institute for Contemporary Studies (ISB) 

Rr. Vaso Pasha No.7 
Tirana 
Albania 
Tel: +355 42 47146 
Fax: +355 42 34868 
Email: ejorgoni@isb.icc-al.org 
http://www.ics-al.org 

Tevan Poghosyan, Executive Director, ICHD, Armenia International Center for Human Development (ICHD) 
19 Sayat Nova 
0001 Yerevan 
Armenia 
Tel: +374 10 582638 
Fax: +374 10 527082 
Email: tpoghosyan@ichd.org 
http://www.ichd.org 

Gubad Ibadoglu Bayramov, Chair, Economic Research 
Center (ERC), Azerbaijan 

Economic Research Center (ERC) 
J. Jabbarli 44, Caspian Plaza 3, floor 9 
1065 Baku 
Azerbaijan 
Tel: +994 12 4373230 
Fax: +994 12 4373240 
Email: erc-az@azeurotel.com 
http://www.erc-az.org 

Maria Prohaska, Executive Director, Center for Economic 
Development (CED), Bulgaria 

Center for Economic Development, Sofia, Bulgaria (CED) 
46 Chervena Stena St. 
1421 Sofia 
Bulgaria 
Tel: +359 2 8190 777 
Fax: +359 2 8190 776 
Email: M.Prohaska@ced.bg 
http://www.ced.bg 

Lubov Panayotova, Programme Director, European Institute 
Foundation, Bulgaria 

European Institute Foundation 
96 Rakovski Str. 
1000 Sofia 
Bulgaria 
Tel: +359 2 988 6408 
Fax: +359 2 988 6411 
Email: lpanayotova@europe.bg 
http://www.europe.bg 

Dr. Ognyan Minchev, Executive Director, IRIS, Bulgaria Institute for Regional and International Studies, IRIS 
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Marin Lessenski, IRIS, Bulgaria 
Stefan Ralchev, IRIS, Bulgaria 
Alexander Marinov, IRIS, Bulgaria 

33A Nezabravka Str., block 315, floor 10, Apt. 35 Izgrev district 
1113 Sofia - Bulgaria 
Tel./Fax: (+ 359 2) 963 0805;  
963 0127; 963 0042; 963 0046 
E-mail: om.link@iris-bg.org, www.iris-bg.org 

Alice Savovová, Executive Director, Association for 
International Affairs (AMO), Czech Republic 
Michal Thim, Research Center Director, AMO, Czech 
Republic 
 
 

Asociace pro mezinarodni otazky (AMO) 
Association for International Affairs 
Žitná 27 
CZ-110 00 Praha 1 
 Czech Republic 
Tel: +420 224 81 34 60 
Fax: +420 224 81 34 60 
Email: michal.thim@amo.cz 
http://www.amo.cz 

Kateřina Špácová, Director, Civic Belarus, Czech Republic Občanské Bělorusko (Civic Belarus) 
Žitná 27 
CZ-110 00 Praha 1 
tel.: +420 222 955 586 | fax: +420 224 813 460 | info (at) 
civic­belarus.eu 
 
 

David Král, Director, EUROPEUM Institute for European 
Policy, Czech Republic 
Radomír Špok, Executive Director, EUROPEUM Institute 
for European Policy, Czech Republic 
Vladimír Bartovic, Research Fellow, EUROPEUM Institute 
for European Policy, Czech Republic 

EUROPEUM Institute for European Policy, Prague, Czech 
Republic (EUROPEUM) 
Rytířská 31 
110 00 Praha 1 
Czech Republic 
Tel: +420 221 610 206 
Fax: +420 221 610 204 
Email: dkral@europeum.org 
http://www.europeum.org 

Jeff Lovitt, Executive Director, PASOS (Policy Association 
for an Open Society) 
 

PASOS (Policy Association for an Open Society) 
Těšnov 3 
110 00 Praha 1 
Czech Republic 
Tel/Fax: +420 2223 13644, Mobile: +420 731 517 224 
Email: jefflovitt@pasos.org 
www.pasos.org 

Caucasus Institute for Peace, Democracy and Development 
(CIPDD), Georgia 

Caucasus Institute for Peace, Democracy and Development 
72 Tsereteli Ave. 
0154 Tbilisi, Georgia  
Tel:  +995 32 35 51 54  
Fax: +995 32 35 57 54  
Email: tiko-tke@cipdd.org 
www.cipdd.org 

George Tarkhan-Mouravi, co-Director, Institute for Policy 
Studies (IPS), Georgia 

Institute for Policy Studies (IPS) 
10, Chavchavadze Ave., 6th entrance, 2nd floor 
0179 Tbilisi 
Georgia 
Tel: +995 32 347263 
Fax: +995 32 220060 
Email: gia@ips.ge  
http://www.ips.ge 

Fatmir Curri, Program Co-ordinator, Kosovar Civil Society 
Foundation 

Kosovar Civil Society Foundation (KCSF) 
29 Josip Rela 
10000 Prishtina 
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Kosovo 
Tel: +318 (0)38 248 636, 248 643 
Fax: +381 (0)38 248 636, 248 643 
Email: fatmir.curri@kcsfoundation.org 
http://www.kcsfoundation.org 

Ahmat Madeyuev, Executive Director, Center for Public 
Policy, Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan (CPP) 
 
 

Center for Public Policy 
50-1 Razzakov Str. 
720040 Bishkek 
Kyrgyzstan 
Tel: +996 312 62 80 56 
Fax: +996 312 62 49 18 
Email: AMadeyuev@ca-cpp.org 
http://www.ca-cpp.org 

Dace Akule, Research Fellow, Centre for Public Policy 
PROVIDUS, Latvia 

Centre for Public Policy PROVIDUS 
Alberta 13, 6th floor 
LV-1010 Riga 
Latvia 
Media Contact: Director Vita Terauda 
Tel: +371 703 9261/62 
Fax: +371 703 9244 
Email: akule@providus.lv 
http://www.providus.lv 

Zhidas Daskalovski, President, Center for Research and 
Policy Making (CRPM), Macedonia 

Center for Research and Policy Making (CRPM) 
Bul. AVNOJ br. 42-1-5 
1000 Skopje 
Macedonia 
 
Tel: +389 2 3134 085, 2 3216 645 (6) 
Fax: +389 2 321664 
Email: daskalovski@crpm.org.mk 
http://www.crpm.org.mk 
 
 
 
 

Dr Igor Munteanu, Director, IDIS Viitorul, Moldova  
 

Institute for Development and Social Initiatives (IDIS) 'Viitorul' 
Chisinau, 10/1 Iacob Hincu Str., 2005, Republic of Moldova 
Telefax: (373-22) 21 09 32 
E-mail: viitorul@moldova.org 
Web: www.viitorul.org 

Arcadie Barbarosie, Director, Institute for Public Policy 
(IPP), Moldova 

Institute for Public Policy(IPP) 
Str. Puşkin 16/1 
2012 Chisinau 
Moldova 
Tel: +37322 276785 
Fax: +37322 276786 
Email: arcadie_barbarosie@ipp.md 
http://www.ipp.md 

Valeriu Prohnitski, Executive Director, Expert-Grup, 
Moldova 

Expert-Grup, Chisinau, Moldova 
Columna St. 133, office 1 
2012 Chisinau 
Moldova 
Tel: +373 22 21 15 99, 22 93 00 14 
Fax: +373 22 21 15 99 
Email: valeriu@expert-grup.org 
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http://www.expert-grup.org 
 
 

Jacek Kucharczyk, Research Director, Institute of Public 
Afairs, Poland 

Institute of Public Affairs 
ul. Szpitalna 5, lok. 22 
00-031 Warsaw 
Poland 
Tel: +48 22 556 4266 
Fax: +48 22 845 6863 
Email: jacek.kucharczyk@isp.org.pl 
http://www.isp.org.pl 

Grigorij Mesežnikov, President, Institute for Public Affairs 
(IVO), Slovak Republic 

Institute for Public Affairs (IVO) 
Baštová 5 
811 03 Bratislava 
Slovakia 
Tel: +421 254 434030/31/32 
Fax: +421 254 434041 
Email: mesez@ivo.sk 
http://www.ivo.sk 

Olga Shumylo, Executive Director, International Centre for 
Policy Studies (ICPS), Ukraine 

International Centre for Policy Studies (ICPS) 
13-A Pymonenka Str. 
04050 Kyiv 
Ukraine 
Tel: +380 44 484 4400 
Fax: +380 44 484 4402 
Email: olga.shumylo@icps.kiev.ua 
http://www.icps.kiev.ua 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


